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Master of Science in Computer Science 
(everyone earns this degree title)

General Track (28 units)

Specializations (32 units)
Data Science 
Software Engineering
Multimedia and Creative Technologies
Computer Security
Game Development
High Performance Computing & Simulations

Intelligent Robotics
Computer Networks

Changing Specializations? You can do this after you completed your first 
semester at USC and earn a 3.0 or higher. 

MS in Computer Science Programs



Tracking Your Degree Requirements

Your STARS 
report can be 

found on 
my.usc.edu, 

OASIS



**STARS does not 
automatically update, 
but you can email your 
academic advisor once 
you complete your first 
semester of classes to 
request an update 

Tracking Your Degree Requirements



ÅUSC requires graduate students to maintain continuous enrollment every Fall and 
Spring semester.

ÅSummer enrollment is optional.

Å If you must miss a Fall or Spring semester, please contact us to request a Leave of 
Absence before Friday of Week 3 of the semester (the add/drop deadline for 
courses). Make sure to contact the department ASAP!

Å If you do not file for a leave of absence when not attending USC during a fall or 
spring semester, you will be considered out of residency and will need to apply for 
re-admission to the program.Always file for a leave of absence if you need time off 
from the program!

ÅYou have 5 years to complete the degree program from the term of your first 
course. For international students this depends on your I20

Continuous Enrollment, Leaves of Absence, and 
Degree Time Limit Requirements



Computer Science Honors Program: MS in CS students who earn a 3.9 or higher can 
apply to the Computer Science Honors Program and receive a number of benefits 
including special invitations to meet with faculty & industry affiliates as well as priority 
registration for classes (among other things). More information to come! 
(www.cs.usc.edu/academic-programs/masters/cs_ms_honors/)

Good Academic Standing:All graduate students are required to maintain a cumulative 
ƎǊŀŘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ όDt!ύ ƻŦ оΦл όά.έ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜύΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ оΦл όά.έ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜύ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
applied major courses. You may be dismissed from the program if this is not achieved.

Faculty and Teaching Assistants are available to help with questions you have about 
the course. 

Be sure you understand how much peer-to-peer collaboration is acceptable before 
collaborating with other students in the course. Otherwise you may end up 
ƛƴŀŘǾŜǊǘŜƴǘƭȅ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ Χ

Academic Expectations 

http://www.cs.usc.edu/academic-programs/masters/cs_ms_honors/


Å ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ άCέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ Dt! ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘΦ CΩǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ςno exceptions

Å You can be suspended or expelled from USC

Å Can be denied future Curricular Practical Training/ Internship, access to Viterbi 
Career Connections and affect job opportunities

Å Academichttp://catalogue.usc.edu, The document of authority is the University 

Catalogue. Review your degree requirements, registration policies, etc.

Å Conduct http://scampus.usc.edu, SCampuscontains policies and procedures 

pertaining to student conduct. Freedom of speech, grievance procedures, 

computing, discrimination and other important topics.

Consequences of Getting an Academic Integrity 
Violation

http://scampus.usc.edu/


Å If you are unsure if something would be considered cheating, check with your 
professor 1st! They are there to guide you and help you and will give you advice.

Å If you are doing group work, make sure the professor has approved you to work on 
an assignment as a group.

Å 5ƻƴΩǘ Ǉƻǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ githubΗ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦ 

Å 5ƻƴΩǘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŎŀǳƎƘǘΗ

Questions about Academic Integrity?
Viterbi Academic Integrity Officer: 
Associate Professor Steve Bucher

sbucher@usc.edu

How to Avoid Academic Integrity Violations

mailto:sbucher@usc.edu


The Course 
Registration Process

Common Registration Holds

The Departmental Clearance 

(D-Clearance) Process 



USC Schedule of Classes

www.classes.usc.edu

Å Registration Calendar
Å Tuition and Fees
Å Final Exams Schedule
Å Course info and more!



Registration (Add/Drop) Deadlines

Deadlines are always listed on the 
Schedule of Classes 

classes.usc.edu


